CHAPTER   LI

PROVINCIAL LANGUAGES

Our love of the English language in preference
to our own mother-tongue has caused a deep chasm
between the educated and politically-minded classes
and the masses. The languages of India have suffered
impoverishment. We flounder when we make the vain
attempt to express abstruse thought in the mother-
tongue. There are no equivalents for scientific terms.
The result has been disastrous. The masses remain cut
off from the modern mind. We are too near our own
times correctly to measure the disservice caused to India
by this neglect of its great languages. It is easy enough
to understand that, unless we undo the mischief, the mass
mind must remain imprisoned. The masses can make
no solid contribution to the construction of Swaraj. It
is inherent in Swaraj based on non-violence that every
individual makes his own direct contribution to the
independence movement. The masses cannot do this
fully unless they understand every step with all its
implications. This is impossible unless every step is
explained in their own languages.
Constructive Programme, pp.  19-20

I must cling to my mother-tongue as to my mother's
breast, in spite of its shortcomings. It alone can give me
the life-giving milk. I love the English tongue in its own
place, but I am its inveterate opponent, if it usurps a
place which does not belong to it. English is today
admittedly the world language. I would therefore accord
it a place as a second, optional language, not in the
school but in the university course. That can only be for

209
I. D.-14